
Radio Arts Foundation 
Welcomes Herbie’s to Clayton 
THE RADIO ARTS FOUNDATION held a “first ever” event at 
Herbie’s in Clayton on March 1st which was a tremendous 
success. A party was thrown to welcome the restaurant to 
Clayton after its move from the Central West End. Special 
thanks to Donna Wilkinson and Aaron Teitelbaum of Her-
bie’s for making this event such a success. Over 100 people 
with a passion for classical music attended and shared a 
wonderful evening of food, drinks, and great conversation with 
music from Theo Peoples. 

We would like to thank all supporters who made this wonderful 
event possible! 
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Advocacy Council Notes
We thank Noémi Neidorff for her leadership of the Radio Arts 
Foundation Advocacy Council and I am pleased to follow her in 
this position. We are a supportive group committed to promot-
ing the Radio Arts Foundation (RAF) in the greater St. Louis 
area. Our members have a passion for classical music and the 
mission of bringing it to the St. Louis region. We partner with 
RAF-STL to encourage community outreach and involvement. 
Our recent event with Herbie’s presented a wonderful opportu-
nity for us to engage with the community and share the RAF-
STL experience.

The Advocacy Council is comprised of a distinguished team of 
leaders. Recently, we welcomed two new members, Sherida 
E. Tollefsen, MD, Professor of Pediatrics Saint Louis Univer-
sity Health Sciences Center and SSM Health Cardinal Glennon 
Children’s Hospital and Michael LaBozzatta, Founding Attor-
ney at Faro Law. We are excited to have Sherida and Michael 

join the Advocacy Council and are thankful for the continued 
support of our Advocacy Council.

We are excited about the mission of RAF and look forward to 
meeting you in person at our next event this year. 

Debra Hollingsworth 

Radio Arts Foundation Survey 
We need your feedback! As our listeners and supporters, we 
are asking for your help in completing a short five-minute sur-
vey available online on May 12, 2017 at rafstl.org/survey. 
The survey is anonymous and will provide us with a better un-
derstanding of our listeners including demographics and what 
programs they like as well as general feedback. Please take the 
time to complete the survey, so we can continue to bring you 
the programs that you like as it means a lot to us! Thanks in 
advance for your time.

Upcoming Events in 2017
Planet of the Grapes event will offer wine with appetizers and 
music on Friday, September 15th at 6:00 pm at the Columbia 
Foundation for the Arts in south St. Louis.

Careers in the Arts: Theater featuring Mike Isaacson, Artis-
tic Director and Executive Producer at The Muny and panelists 
to be announced discussing their career in theater.

New Programs
St. Louis Symphony Youth Orchestra 
On the last Friday of each month at 7:00 pm you can hear a 
recording of the St. Louis Symphony Youth Orchestra concerts 
under the direction of Gemma New. This program is funded 
by the Regional Arts Commission.

Inspire  
On the fourth Thursday of each month at 9:00 am we air Inspire. In 
an interview format, it involves talking with members of the St. Louis 
Symphony Orchestra to discuss what inspired them to become a 
musician. This program is funded by the Whitaker Foundation.

Sundays with Shakespeare 
RAF-STL is thrilled to present a new program featuring all of 
Shakespeare’s 37 plays that started January 1, 2017. Each 
play is presented in its entirety on a weekly basis with introduc-
tion by Rick Dildine, Artistic & Executive Director Shakespeare 
Festival St. Louis. A schedule of the plays are listed on our 
website at rafstl.org/shakespeare. 

These programs are available for sponsorship. If interested, 
please contact Oather Kelly at: 314-881-3523 or email:  
okelly@rafstl.org

On-Air Spring Anniversary Drive 
April 10th-14th
Thank you to all who supported RAF-STL during our on-air fund drive. Spe-
cial recognition to our board chair Bill Rusnack (who was interviewed on the 
air) and his wife Marsha for their challenge gift of $5,000 which was matched 
by listeners’ donations. Also, thanks to board member Spencer Burke who 
was interviewed on the air and offered a challenge match of $2,000 to his 
musical group. Lastly, we wanted to show appreciation to our supporters 
Dave Mayo, Chris Peimann (The Sheldon) and Rick Dildine (Shakespeare 
Festival St. Louis), who volunteered to speak on our behalf during the on-air 
fund drive and to Julie Schuster from our Advocacy Council.

Our operations would not be possible without your support. Your donations 
help keep the Sound of Art playing over the airwaves!

On May 11, 2017  
RAF-STL will take 
part in Give STL Day, a 
24-hour day of giving.
Give STL Day is a partner-
ship between the Greater 
St. Louis Community Foun-
dation and local nonprofits 
to show support for these 
organizations on this day.  

To learn more visit: www.givestlday.org



BROADCASTER SPOTLIGHT: 

Kathy Lawton Brown

Kathy has been a professional singer since she was 17, and 
announcing has simply paralleled along that same career path. 
Starting at MUNY Opera, she sang professionally throughout 
her undergrad years in Orlando. An invitation to voice her 
college’s Christmas card on TV led to her announcing for radio, 
television and commercial enterprises in Florida, D.C, Virginia, 
Georgia and St. Louis. (You may remember her as a ‘weekend-
er’ on KFUO-Classic 99 from 1990-95.) 

One of the first female members of the United States Air Force 
Band’s Singing Sergeants in Washington, D.C., it was there she 
met her husband, David, principal flutist of the Concert Band. 
Together and individually they have had the privilege of sharing 
the stage with some of the industry’s most prominent figures. 

Kathy has sung throughout the USA, in Canada and China, 
performing with symphony orchestras, chamber ensembles, 
concert bands and choruses. She regularly appears in the St. 
Louis area. For more than 30 years Kathy taught and mentored 
young musicians at institutions of higher learning, including 
Greenville College and UMSL, where she also directed the 
chamber series Premiere Performances.

Holding a BA from Rollins College – Winter Park, FL and an 
MM from James Madison University – Harrisonburg, VA, Kathy 
is deeply connected to the local music and arts community. 
Her service on local Boards includes The E. Desmond Lee Fine 
Arts Collaborative, the Artist Presentation Society, the Nation-
al Society of Arts and Letters – St. Louis, and The St. Louis 
Children’s Choirs. 

Email Kathy at KLBrown@rafstl.org.

Are you 40 or younger? Do you like 
music? (Not just classical music, but 
jazz, blues, crossover, broadway…) 
Are you energized by the arts and 
culture scene in St. Louis? 

Air Support’s mission is to keep the 
arts aloft for the rising generation, and 
if you meet the ‘enlistment criteria’ 
noted above, then we need you to 
join us to spread the word about 
RAF-STL and help plan some exciting 

events for other performing arts aficionados in 2017!

We are looking for people who like to host parties and network 
with other young professionals in St. Louis, listeners who are 
passionate about our radio station, and those interested in 
learning more about how a startup non-profit works. Students 
are welcome! 

If you are interested, contact Julie Schuster at jschuster@
rafstl.org. She will be glad to tell you more about the group 
and make sure that you hear about future Air Support events.

Be a part of the voice for all the arts in St. Louis…  
show your Air Support! 

From Our Listeners and Guests
The arts community and listeners love us, and we love them!
“RAF-STL is a tremendous asset to our community. With excellent arts 
coverage and a commitment to classical music, RAF-STL provides our 
region with culture and conversation. We are blessed to have a resource of 
this caliber in St. Louis.”

— Rick Dildine, Artistic & Executive Director Shakespeare Festival St. Louis

“Kathy, thank you so much for playing this beautiful piece. Also, I don’t 
know who is responsible for Shakespeare on Sundays, but I absolutely love 
it. I have all his plays and sonnets. It is such fun to listen to them come to 
life while you are reading them. This is such a great station. Thank God 
for its return to St. Louis.”

— J. Morton, RAF-STL Listener

“Jim I want to thank you for the beautiful music that you have been 
playing this morning. I like to listen to something soothing and soft in the 
morning. You are the best part of our morning routine and we are grateful 
for everything you and the RAF-STL team do – you are the Best!”

— Dr. S. St. John, RAF-STL Listener

“Jim, thanks for mentioning the new Degas Art Exhibit at the St. Louis Art 
Museum on the air and for all you do in promoting the arts and classical 
music in St. Louis. I listen to you every morning on my way to work!”

— Simon Kelly, Curator at the St. Louis Art Museum

RAF-STL Air Support

Julie Schuster

Kathy Lawton Brown

Do you have a passion for music and want to help us achieve our mission and have fun? If you have 4-5 hours  
one or two days a week and have good writing and computer skills and like to talk with people, help is needed with 

grant writing and research, correspondence, talking with donors and assisting at events. 

Please contact Linda Shedlofsky at 314-881-3064 or email her at: lshedlofsky@rafstl.org for more information.



Advertise with RAF-STL. Here’s Why! 
PRICING: Will fit your budget and get your message to the community 
EDUCATION: Nearly 90 percent of classical music listeners have attended college and nearly two-
thirds have graduated 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME: Close to two-thirds of its audience lived in households with at least $75,000 
GENDER: While almost equal, slightly more men listen than women 
AGE: The majority of classical radio listeners are over the age of 35 
LISTENING LOCATION: Home & car 
TIME SPENT LISTENING: On average, classical listeners tune-in four hours & fifteen minutes per week 
PEAK LISTENING TIME: Between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday through Friday 
SIGNAL STRENGTH: Our station boasts an FM frequency with a listenership range of 20 miles radius 
from the Manchester/Hanley tower, an HD2 FM 
frequency @ KNOU HD2, 96.3, with a 50 mile radius 
from the tower located in Shrewsbury, MO and a 
web streaming component broadcasting your home 
or car and anywhere in the world @rafstl.org.

Join our growing list of advertisers:

Board of Directors
William C. Rusnack 
President
Jim Connett 
General Manager
Thriess Britton
Spencer Burke
David Diener
Julian I. Edison
Art Fitzgerald
Deanne Lane
Babette Meiners
Noémi K. Neidorff
James L. Nouss
Lisa W. Nouss
Mabel L. Purkerson, M.D.
John Russell
Michael Scully
Donna Wilkinson

Advocacy Council
Debra Hollingsworth 
Chair
Joan Briccetti
Allison Felter
Pat Fogle
Dr. Katja Georgieff
Dr. Barbara Harbach
Carolyn F. Henges
Mike LaBozzetta
Marylen Mann
Robert C. Packman, M.D.
Mary Pillsbury-Wainwright
Peggy A. Ritter
Marsha Rusnack
Julie Schuster
Dr. Donald M. Suggs
Trish Muyco-Tobin
Sherida Tollefsen, M. D
Dr. Susan Uchitelle
Elizabeth Weinman

Honorary  
Council Members
Marie-Hélène Bernard
Arden Fisher
David Halen
Pris McDonnell
Timothy O’Leary
David Robertson

Radio Arts Foundation operates as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization broadcasting 24/7 at 
107.3 FM and 96.3 KNOU HD2 and is a one-of-a-kind local radio station committed to offering 
outstanding programming in support of the arts for the benefit of the St. Louis community.

Contact Oather Kelly at 314.881.3523 or email okelly@rafstl.org

St. Louis Symphony 
Mercy 
Opera Theatre St. Louis
Washington University 
Steinway Piano 
St. Louis University
Maryville University

Fox Theatre 
Hilliker Corporation 
Dance St. Louis 
Bach at the Sem 
City Arch River 
Delmar Gardens 
Kranzberg Arts Foundation 

Sheldon Theatre 
St. Louis Speaker Series 
Webster University 
Willows at Brooking Park 
Muny 
Shubert Designs 
A Floral Gallery 

Metro Imaging
Ready Readers
Lacefield Music
Signature Medical Group 
Lifelong Learning Institute 
Delmar Gardens 
And more!

Connect 
With Us:

The Bernoudy Foundation
Mabel Dorn Reeder Foundation and Sanford N. McDonnell Foundation

The Mary Ranken Jordan and Ettie A. Jordan Charitable Foundation
William R. Orthwein, Jr and Laura Rand Orthwein Foundation, Inc. 

Pershing Charitable Trust 

Corporate and Foundation Partners
RAF salutes these corporations, and foundations for their generosity  
and in helping to make our station available to the St. Louis community.


